SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 29 NOVEMBER 
2020 


Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African 
Radio League read by .............445 [your name, call sign and QTH] 


The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in 
Afrikaans and in English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively 
on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin 
is relayed on Echolink by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio and text bulletins can be 
downloaded from the League website at www.sarl.org.za. To join the bulletin 
mailing list, send an email to the SARL Secretary. 


In the news today: 


JOIN THE SARL AT THE HALF YEAR RATE 
IARU REGION 1 - DECEMBER 2020 YOTA MONTH 
and 


THE GERMAN GOVERNMENT RECOGNIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF 
ELECTROMAGNETIC COMPATIBILITY 


Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 
We begin this bulletin this morning with the news of two silent keys: 


It is with regret that we announce that the key of Donald Milner, ZS6AQS went 
silent on Thursday 26 November 2020 due to lung cancer. He took his late 
uncle’s (Dr Vic Turnbull) call sign. Donald was very active on the 10-10 group 
in the early 1980’s. We extend our sincere condolences to his family and friends. 


It is with regret that we announce that the key of Feruccio Ferucci ZS1Z went 
silent on Saturday 28 November after a heart attack. We extend our sincere 
condolences to his family and friends. 


PAUSE 
You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 
JOIN THE SARL AT THE HALF YEAR RATE 


Join the SARL today and pay the half year rate. The Council has decided to 
institute the half year rate from Monday 30 November 2020. Ordinary mem- 
bers pay R250, Senior members pay R150, spouse members pay R90 and stu- 
dent members pay R60. Fill in the online membership application form on 


www.sarl.org.za/public/membership/join.asp and do an EFT into the SARL 
bank account using your call sign as the reference. 


SARL QSL BUREAU 


The QSL Bureau would like to bring to your attention that Radio Amateurs 
in Division 6 are invited to collect their QSL cards from the National Amateur 
Radio Centre at Radiokop. This arrangement will prevent QSL cards getting 
lost in the post. If you would like to make use of this arrangement, please send a 
request via e-mail to Willem, ZS6X at zs6wwj@gmail.com who will then notify 
you of the number of QSL cards available and make the necessary arrangement 
for the collection of the cards. If you plan to attend any of the 2021 West Rand 
Flea markets, you may arrange with Willem, ZS6X to collect the cards on that 
day. 


THE DECEMBER RAE 


The December Radio Amateur Exam will be written on Saturday 5 December 
2020 at various exam centres around the country. The SARL Council and the 
News team wishes all the candidates the best of luck in the exam. 


IARU REGION 1 - DECEMBER 2020 YOTA MONTH 


December is YOTA Month when several youngsters from Member Societies will 
become active on the air with YOTA as suffix in the call signs. From Tuesday 
1 December to Thursday 31 December 2020, international YOTA stations, op- 
erated by young amateurs in their teens and early 20s, will attempt to make 
many contacts worldwide with each other. This event is aimed at our young 
generation and is an excellent opportunity for clubs to get youngsters on the air 
who are interested in or want to find out more about Amateur Radio. 


It is not a formal contest, but a way to get our current young amateurs on the 
air contacting hundreds of other youngsters around the world. The SARL has 
registered the special call sign ZS9YOTA on the YOTA website for use by clubs 
and individuals during December. All radio amateurs are welcome to enjoy a 
QSO with the youngsters, be aware that some of them are new to the radio 
hobby, while others are more experienced. 


To reserve a slot to use the ZS9YOTA call sign on a daily basis or for more 
information please contact Noel, ZR6DX via e-mail at zr6dx@iafrica.com or 
alternatively to Nico, ZS6QL at zs6ql@mweb.co.za. The schedule and applicable 
rules will be available on the SARL website soon. Looking forward to hearing 
our younger generation on the air during December! 


You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 
CONTEST NEWS 


The sixth leg of the SARL 95 40 m Club Sprint is on the air from 12:00 to 13:00 
UTC on Saturday 5 December with CW and phone activity. The exchange is 
a RS or RST report and your 4 figure grid square. You earn 2 points per QSO 


and 2 points for each new grid square worked. Submit your log by 23:59 CAT 
on Saturday 12 December 2020 by e-mail to zs4bfn@mweb.co.za 


There are sunspots visible and reports of the bands opening. On Saturday 12 
and Sunday 13 December, you can participate in the ARRL 10 m Contest with 
CW and phone activity. All stations send a signal report. W/VE/XE stations 
(including Alaska and Hawaii) send their state or province. DX stations send 
a serial number. Maritime mobile stations send ITU Region (1-3). Upload 
your log at http://contest-log-submission.arrl.org/ no later than 23:59 UTC on 
Sunday 20 December 2020. Visit http://www.arrl.org/10-meter for the rules. 


Sixty-two logs, reflecting 932 QSOs, were received for the sixth leg of the Wednes- 
day 80 m Club Sprint held on 18 November 2020. 


1st the West Rand ARC - 1 446 points (32 logs) 

2nd the Boland ARC - 1 072 points (21 logs) 

3rd the Bo-Karoo ARC - 72 points (1 log) 

4th the Hibiscus ARC - 66 points (2 logs) 

After the 6 legs 

1st the West Rand ARC - 5 917 points 

2nd the Boland ARC - 4 964 points 

3rd the Bo-Karoo ARC - 1 878 points 

4th the Hibiscus ARC - 717 points 

The full results have been published in HF Happenings 926 


THE GERMAN GOVERNMENT RECOGNIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF 
ELECTROMAGNETIC COMPATIBILITY 


The DARC reports that Germany’s Federal Government recognizes the impor- 
tance of Electromagnetic compatibility (EMC) in the development of microelec- 
tronics. A translation of the German amateur radio society (DARC) post reads, 


*In a current briefing, the Federal Government explains its future goals in the 
context of the development of microelectronics and the availability on the mar- 
ket. It is particularly interesting that the aspects related to EMC and safety 
are also given consideration. The Federal Government’s Framework Program 
for Research and Innovation 2021 to 2024, Microelectronics - Trustworthy and 
Sustainable - for Germany and Europe was published on November 24th as 
Federal Print 19/2455’. 


On page 13 it says literally, "Electromagnetic compatibility (EMC) specifically 
for high-frequency electronics denotes the ability to develop a technical device 
or an individual circuit so that other circuits in the same device and other 
devices are not influenced by undesired electrical or electromagnetic effects. The 


unwanted reciprocal influencing of electronic systems is not only a question of 
technology and law, but also one of security”. 


Background: The information given to the Federal Government is of particular 
interest against the background of electronics manufacturing in Germany and 
its EMC aspects. The Round Table for Amateur Radio (RTA) and its member 
associations have long been calling for an improvement in the electromagnetic 
compatibility situation in their constant publications and demands. Now the 
federal government is also pointing out that the ”.. growing importance of 
electronics .... major challenges ...” arise. It goes on to say, “In the area of 
microelectronics and electronic systems, Germany and Europe are intensively 
involved in global value chains and partnerships. And we have to be able to 
respond flexibly to challenges through our own, economical microelectronics 
production in Germany and Europe to react in the global supply chains.” 


It is also significant that, due to the current situation, the federal government 
attaches great importance to having its own production facility in Germany. 
Finally, on pages 9 and 13 of the Bundestag printed paper, you will find the 
information and requirements on electromagnetic compatibility. In this context, 
it is to be welcomed that the security aspect is now also becoming important 
to politics. The only criticism from our point of view is that the electromag- 
netic compatibility and with it the safe communication not only of the amateur 
radio, but also of the safety-relevant radio services of rescue vehicles, police, 
fire brigade, THW, Bundeswehr, Deutsche Bahn, road maintenance service and 
many others are dependent on interference-free communication. 


PROPAGATION REPORT 


Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to be at 
low to moderate levels. There are three sunspot regions with simple magnetic 
configurations visible. Minor C-class solar flares are expected. If you want to do 
your own frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the 
week will be around thirty-nine. The 10 to 30 m bands will, especially during 
mid- morning and late afternoons, provide some good DX fun. Please visit the 
website spaceweather.sansa.org.za for further information. 


Finally, a diary of some upcoming events: 


Today — the CQ WW DX CW contest 
1 December — the start of the YOTA Month 


5 December — the RAE, the SARL 95 40 m Club Sprint and the Boland ARC 
AGM 


12 and 13 December — the ARRL 10 m Contest 
16 December — Day of Reconciliation 


19 December — the SARL Newbie QSO Party 


To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story: 


Join the SARL today and pay the half year rate. The Council has decided to 
institute the half year rate from Monday 30 November 2020. Fill in the online 
membership application form on www.sarl.org.za/public/membership/join.asp 
and do an EFT into the SARL bank account using your call sign as the reference. 


This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 


We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio am- 
ateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans, if possible, by 
following the News Inbox link on the South African Radio League web page. 
News items to include in the bulletin should reach the news team no later than 
the Thursday preceding the bulletin date. 


You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio program, 
Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT. The program can be heard on VHF and 
UHF repeaters countrywide and on 7 082 kHz lower side-band by Louis, ZS5LP. 
A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on Monday evenings at 19:30 
CAT on 3 620 kHz. We welcome your signal reports, comments and suggestions; 
please send these by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za. 


You have listened to a news bulletin compiled by Andy Cairns, ZS6ADY, edited 
by Paul Johnson, ZS1S and read by .............. 


From the news team, best wishes for the week ahead. 


